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Foreword 

Why  did  I  do  this?  For  a  number  of  reasons.  Grandpa 
and  Grandma  Curtis  were  great  people,  and  they  gave 
a  treasure  to  their  children.  In  addition  to  the 
spark  of  life,  they  also  gave  us  by  example,  by 
word,  and  by  love  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  owe 
them  very  much.  This  is  done  in  their  memory. 

The  last  time  we  cousins  were  all  together  was  in  the 
thirties,  or  am  I  wrong.  Now  it  will  be  a  long  time 
before  we  can  ever  be  together  again.  But  this  is  a 
way  of  sharing  our  addresses  and  learning  of  the  names 
of  our  families.  I  hope  that  this  will  help  those  of 
us  who  are  yet  among  the  living  to  get  together  once 
in  a  while,  etc. 

I  hope  that  sometime  in  the  future,  one  of  us  will 
advise  all  of  us  of  the  additional  names,  dates,  etc. 
which  should  be  added  to  this  list.  By  the  way  there 
are  approximately  45  of  us  now.  I  am  told  that  there 
will  be  several  new  birthdays  before  next  January  1st 
Maybe  in  another  five  years  somebody  can  send  the 
additional  information  to  all  of  us. 


Thanks  to  all  of  you  for  your  cooperation  by  sending 
me  the  data.  I  hope  I  have  it  all  stated  correctly. 

X  had  to  interpret,  not  read,  some  of  the  writing. 
Please  send  me  corrections  as  necessary. 


Robert  R.  Mac  Canon,  May  1, 
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"kcory  Wilson  Curtis  was  born  in  Noble  Comity,  Ohio, on 
April  12,  .1853,  and  came  to  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  with 
his  parents  in  the  spring  of  1857.  He  taught  ten  terms 
of  public  school  at  Liberty  Center  and  Norwood  and  at¬ 
tended  Simpson  College.  In  1876  he  accepted  Christ  as 
his  Saviour  and  united  with  the  United  Brethren  Church 
His  Quarterly  License  to  preach  was  granted  in  1877, 

June  23;  his  annual  license  was  granted  on  October  19,  ! 
1878;  he  was  ordained  an  elder  on  November  2,  1883, by  ; 
Bishop  Weaver.  On  May  3,  1892,  he  completed  the  regular 
course  of  study  at  Union  Biblical  Seminary,  Dayton,  Ohio 

He  served  Churches  at "Scranton, Ralston,  VanMeter , 

Castle  Church  in  Des  Moines,  and  Chariton.  He  also  was 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  Iowa  Conference  for  ten  years. 

Six  other  short  pastorates  are  included  in  his  service 
He  served  as  Conference  Treasurer,  President  of  the 
Young  People's  Christian  Union,  Conference  Secretary, 
was  Delegate  to  General  Conference  for  six  Sessions, 
served  as  member  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  Erect¬ 
ion,  and  on  the  General  Board  of  Finance.  In  1909  he 
toured  the  Mediterranean  Area  including  the  Holy  Lend. 

•  ;  •  -j  ,  r 

On  September  7,  1881,  he  and  Miss  Loretta  Alice  Wilkins 
were  uni  ted  in  marriage.  They  were  given  four  children | 
two  of  whom  are  yet  living.  The  only  son,  Lorenz,  died  j 
at  VanMeter  at  13  years.  "As  he  left  us  his  face  shown 
with  heavenly  light  and,  though  his  going  brought  a 
great  family  sorrow,  it  also  brought  a  great  spiritual 
help,  and  much  comfort  has  been  received." 

t  -  •  ' ' 

Dr.  Curtis  slipped  away  after  a  stroke  on  September  15, 
1937.  Services  were  in  Miller  Memorial  Church  in  Des 
Moines,  and  interment  in  VanMeter  Cemetery 

With  his  passing  the  early  days  seem  to  be  much  farther 
away  than  they  were.  But  heaven  seems  nearer  and  we 
are  bound  with  the  unseen  golden  ties  of  love  and  faith  | 
He  served  his  Lord  and  left  us  the  best  heritage  of 
all- — a  living  faith  in  a  living  Lord. 
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Loretta  Alice  Wilkins  was  born  on  May  27 ,  1863,  in 
Winneshiek  County,  Iowa,  just  south  of  Ossian.  She 
came  at  12  years  to  Lucas  County  with  her  parents. 

V/hen  she  was  14  she  became  a  Christian,  was  baptized 
and  united  with  the  Norwood  United  Brethren  Church. 

She  married  E.  VI,  Curtis  on  September  7,  1881. 

Mrs.  Curtis  accompanied  him  as  minister  to  the  sever¬ 
al  appointments  which  he  served  as  pastor,  to  the 
Seminary  where  he  studied.  She  was  the  helpmeet  at 
all  times,  and  her  presence  did  brighten  many  lives 
by  word  and  example. 

In  1885  she  joined  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  and 
continued  all  her  life  in  the  group.  She  was  president 
of  the  Conference  Branch  in  1910,  was  a  Life  Member 
in  1894,  a  Life  Director  in  1895,  a  Life  Patron  in 
1913,  a  Jubilee  Member  in  1921,  a  Perpetual  Member  in 
1940.  She  was  a  delegate  to  the  General  Board  of  the 
WMS  in  1909  and  1913. 

The  last  few  years  of  her  life  were  with  a  daughter, 
Lrs.  Wain  Addington.  She  passed  away  on  May  9,  1955, 
and  is  laid  in  VanMeter  Cemetery  by  her  loved  one's 
side. 

Her  children  arise  and  call  her  blessed. 

0  Master,  let  me  walk  with  Thee 
in  lowly  paths  of  service  free; 

In  peace  that  only  Thou  canst  give,— 
r,ith  Thee,  0  Master,  let  me  live."  (Gladden) 


miff  WILSON  CURTIS  was  born  on  April  12,  1853,  at 
Carlisle,  Ohio,  and  married  IX RECTA  ALICE  WILKINS  on 
September  9,  1881,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa, (she  was  born 
on  May  27,  1863,  in  Winneshiek  County,  near  Cast  alia 
Iowa).  He  died  on  September  15,  1937,  at  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  and  is  buried  in  VanMeter,  Iowa,  Cemetery.  She 
died  May  9,  1955,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  is  buried 
in  VanMeter,  Iowa,  Cemetery,  They  had  four  children. 

1.  Edith  Curtis  was  born  on  May  2,  1883,  at  Norwood, 
Lucas  County,  Io\va,  and  married  Wain  Addington  on 
April  19,  1911,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa  (he  was  born  on 
February  22,  1884,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa).  They  had 
four  children  and  now  live  at  3124  Wright  St.,  Des 
Moines,  Iowa 

2.  Mabel  Curtis  was  born  on  July  6,  1887,  at  Van 
Meter,  Iowa,  and  married  Albert  Francis  Browne  on 
December  24,  1910,  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa  (He  was  born 
on  August  13,  1886,  at  Dysart,  Iowa).  She  died  oz 
February  27,  1952,  at  Sterling,  Illinois,  and  is 
buried  at  Riverside  Cemetery  at  Sterling,  Illinois. 
He  died  on  March  16,  1956,  at  Redwood, California, 
and  is  buried  in  Riverside  Cemetery,  Sterling,  Ill. 
They  had  four  children 

5.  Lorenz  Wilkins  Curtis  was  bom  on  May  27,  1894, 

•  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  died  on  September  12,  1907, 
at  VanMeter,  Iowa.  He  is  buried  in  the  VanMeter, Iowa 
Cemetery. 

4.  Edna  Ruth  Curtis  was  born  on  February  16,  1898, 
afc  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  married  Gensman  Eldon 
VacCanon  on  November  29,  1917,  at  Chariton,  Iowa. 

He  was  born  on  March  5,  1896,  at  Spencer,  Iowa.  They 
now  live  in  Bristow,  Iowa.  They  had  sir  children. 
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"  The  Children,  of  Edith  Curtis  Addington 

EDITH  CURTIS  was  born  on  May  2,  1833,  at  Norwood, Lucas 
county,  Iowa,  and  married  WAIN  ADDINGTON  on  April  19, 
j 911,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa*  He  was  bom  on  February  22, 
1884,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  They  had  four  children  and 
now  live  at  3124  Wright  Street,  Des  Moines,  Iowa 

1,  Dwight  Wain  Addington  was  bom  on  November  30,1918 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  died  on  May  11,  1945,  on 
Okinawa  and  is  buried  in  Woodland  Cemetery  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa. 

2.  Loretta  Elizabeth  Addington  was  bom  on  August  4, 
1912,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  was  married  and  separated. 
They  had  one  child: 

a.  Ernest  Edward  Main  was  bom  on  November  28,  1932, 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Loretta  Married  Donald  L»  Caldwell  on  September  6, 

1940,  at  Waterloo,  Iowa.  He  was  bora  on  February  12, 
191.0,  in  Benton  County,  Iowa,  They  had  one  child  and 
now  live  at  1157  East  Ridgeway,  Waterloo,  Iowa# 

b*  Judy  Kay  Caldwell  was  born  on  March  5,  1943,  at 
Waterloo,  Iowa.,  and  lives  at  home. 

3»  Anna  Louise  Addington  was  bom  on  January  22,  1914 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  married  James  DeWayne  Best 
•  on  September  10,  1932,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  He  was 
bom  on  July  23,  1909,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  They  had 
three  children  and  now  live  at  5722  University  Avenue 
Des  Moines,  Iowa 

a.  Janice  Lou  Best  was  bom  on  September  2,  1935,  at 
Des  Moines,  -Iowa. 

b,  James  DeWayne  Best,  Jr.,  was  born  on  February  11, 

1941,  at  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  and  lives  now  at  home. 

c®  Joyce  Henrietta  Best  was  bom  on  June  19,  1946,  at 
Dea  Moines,  Iovje,  and  lives  now  at  home. 

4.  Edith  Esther  Addington  was  bom  on  May  2,  1916,  at 
Deg  Moines,  Iowa,  and  married  Vernon  Renwick  Hartung 
on  March  27,  1942,  at  Bethany,  Missouri®  He  was  bom 
on  January  19,  1914,  In  Polk  County  near  Berwyn,  Iowa 
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They "had  two  children  and  now  live  at  611  East 
Sheridan,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

a,  Kay  Esther  Hartung  was  bom  on  April  14,  1943,  at 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  now  lives  at  home, 

b ,  Karen  Louise  Hartung  was  born  on  September  25, 
1946,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  now  lives  at  home. 

The  Children  of  Ernest  Edward  Main 
Ernest  Edward  Main  was  born  on  November  28,  1932,  at 
Des  Moines,  IQwa,  and  married  Grace  Marie  Snider  on 
April  21,  1950,  at  Altoona,  Iowa.  She  was  bom  on 
October  29,  1933,  at  Des  koines,  Iowa.  They  had  two 
children  and  now  live  at  2225  Delaware  Avenue,  Des 
Moines,  Iowa 

1.  Gerry  Kay  Main  was  born  on  July  28,  1951,  at  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  and  now  lives  at  home. 

2.  Wain  Edward  Main  was  bom  on  January  8,  1957,  at 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  now  lives  at  home, 

Janice  Lou  Best  Reeves 

Janice  Lou  Best  was  bom  on  September  2,  1935,  at  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  and  married  Daniel  Webster  Reeves  on 
September  11,  1954,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  He  was  born 
on  February  17,  1934,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  They  had 
one  child  and  now  live  at  630  Bancroft,  Apartment  1, 
Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

1.  Cathy  Jo  Reeves  was  bom  on  June  5,  1956,  at  Des 
Moines,  I0wa,  and.  now  lives  at  home. 
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The  Children  of  Mabel  Curtis  Browne 


MABEL  CURTIS  was  bom  on  July  6,  1887,  at  VanMeter, 
Iowa,  and  died  on  February  27,  1952,  at  Sterling,  Il¬ 
linois,  and  is  buried  in  Riverside  Cemetery,  Sterling 
Illinois*  She  married  ALBERT  FRANCIS  BROWNE  on  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  1910,  and  Des  Moines,  Iowa*  He  was  bom  on 
August  13,  1886,  at  Dysart ,  Iowa,  and  died  on  March 
16,  1956,  at  Redwood  City,  California,  and  is  buried 
in  Riverside  Cemetery,  Sterling,  Illinois*  They  had 
four  children* 

1*  Albert  Francis  Browne,  Jr*,  was  bom  on  August  26, 
1912,  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  married  Myrtle  Mal¬ 
vina  Linson  on  November  4,  1933,  at  Dunkirk,  Indiana. 
She  was  born  on  April  7,  1911,  at  Indianapolis,  Ind, 
They  live  now  at  3332  North  Randolph  Road,  Phoenix, 
Arizona.  They  had  three  children. 

2.  Loretta  Browne  was  born  on  December  20,  1914,  at 
Chicago,  Illinois,  and  married  Kenver  Stanley  Hank- 
land  on  June  12,  1942,  at  Galveston,  Texas.  He  was 
bom  on  June  4,  1919,  at  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  They 
live  now  at  1740  Poppy  Avenue,  Menlo  Park,  California 
They  had  five  children. 

3.  Edwin  Curtis  Browne  was  born  on  May  10,  1924,  at 
.  Sterling,  Illinois,  and  married  Marcia  Ann  Huxtable 

on  May  24,  1947,  at  Mineral  Point,  Wisconsin.  She  was 
bom  on  March  7,  1926,  at  Mineral  Point,  Wisconsin* 
They  now  live  at  130  East  Prospect  Street,  Waldwick, 
New  Jersey.  They  had  two  children. 

4.  Donald  Emory  Browne  was  bom  on  April  25,  1929,  at 
Sterling,  Illinois,  and  died  on  May  9,  1929,  at  Sterl- 

Illinois.  He  is  buried  in  Riverside  Cemetery  at 
Sterling,  Illinois* 


"  The  Children  of  Albert  Francis  Browne,  Jr # 

1.  Barbara  Ann  Browne  was  born  on  October  10,  1934,  at 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and  married  William  Maschal 
Karstadt  on  June  1,  1952,  at  Phoenix,  Arizona,  He  was 
bom  on  November  28,  1932,  at  Bennington,  Kansas .They 
had  two  children*  They  now  live  at  4425  North  28th 
Drive,  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

ft,  Ted  Eugene  Karstadt  was  born  on  July  27,  1955,  at 
Phoenix,  Arizona 

b*  Susan  Rae  Karstadt  was  bom  on  August  26,  1956, at 
Phoenix,  Arizona 

2.  Rae  Evelyn  Browne  was  bora  on  April  11,  1936,  at 
Sterling,  Illinois,  and  now  lives  at  Methodist  Hospit¬ 
al,  1812  North  Capitol,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 

3*  Alice  Dawn  Browne  was  bora  and  died  on  March  16, 
1937,  at  Sterling,  Illinois,  is  buried  in  Riverside 
Cemetery,  at  Sterling,  Illinois* 

The  Children  of  Loretta  Browne  Hankland 

1  .Kay lee  Lorenne  was  bora  on  August  7,  1943,  at 
Sterling,  Illinois,  and  now  lives  at  1740  Poppy  Ave., 
Menlo  Park,  California 

2*  Diana  V/ren  was  born  on  September  28,  1944,  at 
Sterling,  Illinois,  and  died  on  September  18,  1949, at 
Clarendon  Hills,  Illinois,  is  buried  in  Clarendon 
Hills  Cemetery. 

3.  Kenver  Stanley,  Jr*,  was  born  on  September  17,1947 
at  Berwyn,  Illinois,  is  living  at  home* 

4.  Leota  Lynn  was  born  on  November  21,  1950,  at  Palo 
Alto,  California,  and  lives  at  home. 

5.  Lawrence  Browne  was  bom  on  May  16,  1952,  at  Palo 
Alto,  California,  and  lives  at  home* 
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,  The  Children  of  Euwiv.  -jura. is  oxowne 

Ifim  Elizabeth  was  born  on  April  15,  1948,  at 
V'-.ulrogan .,  Illinois,  and  lives  at  home. 

r. .  Craig  Curtis  was  bom  on  December  13,  1949,  at 
Waukegan,  Illinois,  and  lives  at  home. 


The  Children  of  Edna  nutn  curt  is  MaeCanon  '  - 


EDNA  KDTH  C0KP1S  was  born  on  February  16,  1898,  at 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  married  GMStAN  ELDON  MACCANON 
on  November  29,  1917,  at  Chariton,  Iowa.  He  was  born 
on  March  9,  1896,  at  Spencer,  Iowa.  They  had  six 
children  and  lire  at  Bristow,  Iowa* 

1.  Robert  Russell  MaeCanon  was  bom  on  August  25, 

1919,  at  Chariton,  Iowa,  and  married  Verla  Jeanne 
Shafer  on  August  31,  1941,  at  Webster  City,  Iowa. 

She  was  bom  on  December  23,  1920,  near  Webster  City 
Iowa#  They  had  three  children  and  live  at  Hubbard, 
Iowa* 

a.  Janie©  Louise  was  bom  on  August  20,  1942,  at 
Middletown,  Ohio,  and  lives  at  home. 

b»  Marilyn  Ann  was  bom  on  July  22,  1946,  at 
Marshalltown,  Iowa,  and  lives  at  home. 

Cm  Rebecca  Jean  was  bom  on  October  16,  at  Marshall¬ 
town,  Iowa,  and  lives  at  home* 

2#  Eldon  Curtis  MaeCanon  was  bom  on  December  22, 

1920,  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  married  Helen  0 dean 
Thomas  on  March  1,  1945,  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  She  was 
bom  on  May  5,  1923,  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  They  live  at 
4278  Catalpa  Drive,  Dayton,  Ohio 

.3*  Donald  Moore  MaeCanon  was  bom  on  June  17,  1924, 
at  Norwood,  Iowa f  and  married  Nellie  Frances  Hammond 
on  February  3,  1946,  at  Albia,  Iowa,  She  was  born  on 
November  8,  1923,  at  Albia,  Iowa.  They  had  two 
children  and  live  at  300  Forest  Avenue,  Vermillion, 
South  Dakota* 

a*  Julie  Ann  was  bora  on  November  3,  1946,  at  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  and  lives  at  home. 

b,  Donald  Eldon  was  bom  on  August  28,  1953,  at  Iowa 
City,  Iowa,  and  lives  at  home, 

4.  Francis  Richard  MaeCanon  was  bom  on  October  6, 
1925,  at  Ames,  Iowa,  and  married  Ruth  Yvonne  Dalbey 
on  June  27,  1948,  at  Barnes  City,  Iowa,  She  was  born 
on  July  18,  1927,  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  They  had 


t two  children.  They  live  at  Center  Point,  Iowa. 

a,  Stephen  Richard  was  born  on  February  2,  1955,  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  lives  at  home. 

b.  David  Mark  was  born  on  March  7,  1957,  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  and  lives  at  home. 

5.  Delight  Mac  Canon  was  born  on  November  13,  1931,  at 
Albia,  Iowa,  and  married  Everett  Russell  Te  Paske  on 
April  6,  1951,  at  Des  Moines,  I0wa*  He  was  bom  on 
September  15,  1930,  at  Sheldon,  Iowa.  They  had  two 
children  and  live  now  at  Humboldt,  Iowa 

a.  Larry  Allan  was  born  on  May  31,  1952,  at  LeMars , 
Iowa,  and  lives  at  home. 

b.  Lonald  MacCanon  Te  Paske  was  born  on  July  7,  1953 
at  Buffalo  Center,  Iowa,  and  lives  at  home. 

6.  Rosemary  MacCanon  was  born  on  November  25,  1933, 
at  Albia,  Iowa,  and  married  William  Lowell  Herrick 
on  November  22,  1956,  at  Bristow,  Iowa*  He  was  bom 
on  January  28,  1933,  at  Jennings,  Louisiana.  They 
live  at  Hull,  Iowa. 
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